SITUATION REPORT

' POLAND

Problems encountered yesterday in starting Zalks between the
- govermment and strikers in Gdansk indicate the negotiations will
' be pro‘racted and difficult. P o » ' o

The regime tried to gain the initiative by announc- -

..ing thct Premier Pinkowski would lead . its negotiating
team. - The government initially refused to meet the pre-

. condition set by strikers that telephone. communications.
be restored to Gdansk, backing down only after the
strikers refused to begin talks--thus eroding some ’

- ‘worker good will toward the new government leadership. -
Negotiations, however, will probably begin today at the
Lenin Shipyards. e ' B v

. iSkepticism about the significance of Sunday's
- massive personnel changes is not confined to. strikers.
o many Poles feel party -
.. ‘leader-Gierek was only trying to protect his own posi-.

. ..and too late. -

©. tiom-and others_assert that the changes were too little .

. f.Invédaition to¢p;epa£ing;for di:ect-pégotiétiéhs “
. With the joint strike committee, the regime is moving - -
“quickly to give the impression that it intends to revamp.

-who' is-also party secretary for military and security
affairs. "~ This does not bode well for any efforts to

reform the trade unions, ’

i Cardinal Wyszynski will speak today to pilgrims

. at Poland's most holy shrine in Czestochova. He will
undoubtedly sctress the need for peace and calm, as he
-did last Sunday; the strength gnd directness of his
remarks may provide clues on how willing he is to in-
volve the Church.in settling the 12-day-old strike.
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-~ the trade union movement.. The trade union council will:
hold a plenary session today where a new union leader. Lo

. may be elected. o
: barty oversight of union activities has . -
»-:Iallen to the conservatively oriented Stanislaw Kania, |




" East Germany

. ’FThe7strikes in Poland have spawned work stoppages ..

by Polish guest workers in East ‘Germany. Polish workers
"~ in the port of Rostock reportedly staged a strike for:

unidentified demands on 20 August; the outcome is not .
“known-.

R another such strike recently.at .
a factory in Cottbus near the Polish border, and party ¢
-officials are closely mon*torlng Polish’ workers there. .. =
These strikes, 51m11ar‘to those that occurred ‘in ‘1976 SR
" -in response to riots Poland over proposed price in- -

”creases, apparently h not had any 1mpact on East
German workers. ; ;

Sov1et Coverage

Moscow yesterday Sanaled support for Glerek F- PR O
sweeplng leadershlp changés and-his proposals. . to resolve
the 1mpasse between the government and the strlkerS‘
. The Engllsh language serv1ce of TASS glsted Gierek s
speech to“the Central Committee plenum ‘on- Sunday,vquotlng
his offer to meet the. strlkersi"halfway" and' to:hold new-
. trade unlon elect;ons .that are ffully- demoeratlc, secret,
“and- open to candidates:‘from the strike ‘Comuittees. . Be-"

. traying Moscow's: sen51t1v1ty .over: the, poss1ble impact of

- these concessions on its‘own? populatlon, ‘the Soviet do-
‘mestic radio report on the“speech-did not cover ‘any: “of ,
-these p01nts._ Both" reports, however;, hlghllghted G1er k' s;
‘warning that .changes striking "at the. foundations~of .

" ‘the natlonal and- state“existence" . cannot be tolerated

_ and that "only. soc1allsm" can safeguard Poland s

: natlonal 1nterests. E : i

, In the flrst Sov:.et commentary s:.nce the strikes
began, TASS political obierver:.Yuri Kornilov castigated
"Western media reportlng or..Poland: as partiof a "psycho-

" logical war against the ccuntries of socialism.". . He"
. supported Gierek's- policies by notlng that the POllSh

leader's speech' laid out "a strateglc course" that could
rectlfy the srtuatlon.‘ 2
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- Kornilov did not directly mention the Western radio-
broadcasts to the: Soviet Union that Moscow resumed
e  Jjamming last week but clearly was seeking to justify. ,
oo 0 that action. He labeled Western reporting on the events
R -7 .in Poland as "interference .in the internal affairs of
- a ‘sovereign sccialist state,”" perhaps laying -the ground-
work for a Soviet defense of the jamming-at the November
" meeting in Madrid to review implementation of.the ' i
. Helsinki Final Act. o Lo Tt T

. -.East Europe Reports

%Wf"iil'6flthe'Ea$£'Eurbpeah‘gbﬁntfiéé‘reﬁéffédttﬁe:

‘massive shakeup of the Polish leadership, but. appar-' '

“ently only the Hungarians, who pride themselves on. i
- having responsive’ trade unions, were~bold enough5to SR |
play up Gierek's.promise of free union,elections;guThe“snajj- ’

- East Germans reportedly provided unusual:live television
coverage of Gierek's speech,. but avoided‘mention/dffthg}w

trade union issue in their written media. - 'Romanian

N iiiio'waitedll7 hours to report the PoliShjdevelopmenEé‘
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